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Farms in Canada were generally larger in 1956 than in 1951. T h e average size of 

farm increased from 279.3 acres in 1951 to 302.5 acres in 1956. T h e number of farms 

400 acres or more in size increased nearly 4 p . c , while the number of farms under 400 

acres in size decreased over 10 p.c. In Canada, 21.4 p.c. of the farms were 400 acres or 

more in size, bu t it was only in the Prairie Provinces t h a t these large farms formed a signi­

ficant proportion of the total—in Saskatchewan 58.7 p . c , in Alberta 43.3 p . c , and in 

Manitoba 33.7 p .c . In the other provinces the proportion of farms with 400 or more 

acres ranged from less than 1 p . c in Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island to 8.2 p .c . 

in British Columbia. 

50.—Farm Holdings classified by Size of F a r m , b j Province , Census 1956 
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1 Includes the Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

E c o n o m i c Class i f i ca t ion of F a r m s . — T h e Ecomonics Division, Depa r tmen t of 

Agriculture, developed a classification of farms for the 1956 Census based on the product ive 

capacity of farms as reflected in the inventory da t a shown by the Census. This classi­

fication differs from the 1951 Census economic classification of farms, which was based on 

income data as reported by the farm operators, and is no t comparable. 

For the 1956 Census, three classes of farms were delineated:— 

COMMERCIAL CROP AND LIVESTOCK FARMS.—Farms having a potential production of 
$1,200 or more (based on average production and price series) are classified as commercial 
crop and livestock farms. Commercial farms thus defined delineate tha t segment of the 
total number of farms on which the operators devoted most of their t ime to farming with 
a view to selling on the market. The selection of the $1,200 benchmark is an arbitrary one 
but is believed to represent the lower limit of those farms which provide substantial 
employment to the operator. While an income of $1,200 is clearly below desirable living 
standards it does represent a farm unit which has passed the subsistence stage. 

INSTITUTIONAL FARMS, ETC.—This classification includes Indian reserve farms, experi­
mental farms, community pastures, Hutterite colonies, and farms operated by peniten­
tiaries, hospitals, etc. 

OTHER FARMS.—This is a miscellaneous category including not only those units 
producing crops and livestock worth less than $1,200 but also acreages devoted to 
greenhouses, nurseries, apiaries, forest products, fur production and goats. 
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